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FOREWORD... 


This book is designed to provide a brief record 
of some of the outstanding events in the history of 
St. Stephen’s church, her spiritual leaders, and 


members of the congregation. 


It is the hope that within these pages you will 
find fruit for a deeper spiritual life, pride in the 
achievements of the parish over the years, and a 
firm purpose to participate in and share the rich 
benefits to be derived from whole-hearted coopera- 


tion in the work of the church in the years ahead. 


HIS HOLINESS THE POPE 


Bishop of Rome and Vicar of Jesus Christ, 262nd 


successor of St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles. 


Eugenio Pacelli, Pius XII 


Now Gloriously Reigning 


The Holy Father has granted His Apostolic Bene- 
diction and a Plenary Indulgence to the faithful of 
St. Stephen’s on the occasion of the golden anniver- 


sary of the parish. 


beds 





HIS HOLINESS POPE PLUS XII 





RT. REV. MSGR. EDWARD 
P. McMANAMAN, 


Auxiliary Bishop-Elect 


of Erie 


MOST REVEREND 
RICHARD T. GUILFOYLE, 


Bishop of Altoona, Former As- 
sistant at St. Stephens— 
1917—1921 





THE MOST REVEREND JOHN MARK GANNON 


Our Beloved Bishop of Erie and First Assistant of 
St. Stephen’s, 1904—190 





A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR... 


The many blessings of a kind God beget the obli- 


gation of today, “Gratiae Deo.” 


The wisdom and kindness of superiors have been 


the hopeful and helpful ladder of the past. 


The willing hands of others have fashioned what- 


ever measure of success. 


Today, then, may the generosity of God, the in- 
dulgence of superiors, the cooperation of others be 


extolled. 


(Signed) L. J. Kelly 
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SILVER JUBILARIAN... 





REVEREND LOUIS J. KELLY 


Pastor, St. Stephen’s 
Assistant St. Stephen’s 1925—1931. 
Administrator, 1945—1947, Pastor—1947. 
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REV. W. ROBERT GRIFFIN 


Appointed to St. 
Stephen’s, May 28, 1942 





Assistant 
Pastor 


REV. LAWRENCE J. ANTOUN 


Appointed to St. 
Stephen’s June 17, 1946 





FIFTY YEARS OF CHURCH HISTORY... 


The year 1948 is a memorable one in the history of St. Stephen’s, for it is the golden 
anniversary year of the founding of the parish. 

It was just 50 years ago—in 1898—that the parish was organized as an entity of the 
Church and since that memorable day a half century ago St. Stephen’s has marched forward 
with a splendid record of achievement in promotion of the Spiritual life of her members and 
the community generally. 

The organization of the parish came about as the result of a steady growth in the 
Catholic population of Oil City and vicinity which, by 1898, had resulted in an overcrowding 
of the then existant parish of St. Joseph’s. Officials of the diocese of Erie decided upon a 
division and in accord with this decision, St. Stephen’s parish soon became a reality. 


Rey. John Link, one of the beloved priests of the diocese, was charged with the organ- 
ization of the parish and became the first pastor of St. Stephen’s parish. It was decided to 
organize the parish on the South Side of the city, which was then enjoying a period of con- 
siderable expansion, and Father Link immediately set about the task, appointed a committee 
to consider various available sites, and arranged other details of the organization. 

Father Link and the trustees of the new parish, D. J. Geary, J. F. Moran and Mathew 
Derrick, after considering various sites and proposals, finally purchased the residence and 
land of W. F. Lay, located at State, E. Front and E. First streets. The purchase price was 
$25,000. A small cash payment was made on the purchase and the balance was covered by a 
mortgage. 


(Continued Page 10) 





Pictured above is one of two buildings in which services were conducted prior 
to construction of present church. Other building adjoins on right. Both were 
remodeled and fitted for worship after acquisition of church property by 
Father John Link. 


CHURCH HISTORY (continues) 


In addition to the Lay residence, two other dwellings and three storerooms facing on 
E. First st., were located on the property purchased by the new parish. Father Link occu- 
pied the Lay home as a rectory and that home still stands today, continuing to serve the 
original purpose for which it was first put to use by Father Link. 


First Masses in the new church were said in the parlor of the rectory building. Later 
the pastor and the church committee decided to convert the two-story building facing on E. 
First St. into a temporary church and while this work was in progress, Father Link contin- 
ued to offer Mass in the rectory. The pews, altar and other necessary fixtures for the tem- 
porary church were secured from the old St. Joseph’s church. 


Father Link remained in charge of the new parish until 1904 when he was transferred 
to Punxsutawney, and the Rev. Thomas Cantlin, assistant at St. Peter’s Cathedral, Erie, 
was temporarily assigned to St. Stephen’s pending the appointment of a new pastor. After 
the brief locum tenency of Father Cantlin, Rev. James F. Fielding was assigned to the par- 
ish and he began his pastorate on May 15, 1904. 


Shortly after his appointment to St. Stephen’s, Father Fielding started plans for 
erection of the new church and as a result of his efforts work on the edifice was begun in 
October, 1905. After a lapse of several months while the foundation was permitted to set- 
tle in order that any defects might be disclosed, work was resumed in July, 1906, and the 
impressive church structure now standing at State and E. First streets was completed the 
following year and was formally dedicated on December 22, 1907. 


(Continued Page 12) 





The Church Committee—-Leit to Right—Fred Beichner, Andrew Karg, William 
Tobin, Thomas Moran, Jr. (Daniel J. Skelly absent when picture was taken). 
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ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH—DEDICATED DECEMBER 22, 1907 
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CHURCH HISTORY Continues 


The dedicatory Mass in honor of St. Stephen was held at 10 a. m. with Bishop John E. 
Fitzmaurice as celebrant. Other officers of the mass were: Msgr. P. J. Sheridan, V. G. 
Archpriest ; Rey. Joseph Seiverding, St. Joseph’s, Warren, Descom Rev M. A. Pulaski, As- 
sumption, B. V. M., Subdeacon: Rev. Joseph Nau and Rev. .T. W. Cav anaugh, Titusville, 
deacons of honor; Rev. John Donnelian. chancellor of the diocese and rector of St. Peter’s 
Cathedral, Erie, master of ceremonies; Rev. John Willis, assistant at St. Stephens assistant 
master of ceremonies. 


The ceremony of the blessing of the church was participated in by Fathers Willis, 
Donnellan, Nau, Cavanaugh, Seiv erding and Pulaski, and Francis Auth, C. SS R., of North 
East. The sermon of the mass was delivered by Father Donnellan and Bishop Fitzmau- 
rice addressed the congregation prior to the Apostolic blessing. 

Music for the mass was provided by the combined choirs of St. Stephen’s and St. 
Titus church, Titusville, directed by Joseph Seep. Mrs. P. H. Curry and Lizzie Lang were 
the organists. Ushers were: W. O. Walker, A. F. Seep, Frank Carroll, Richard Lynam, R. L. 
Begley, Daniel Dwyer, A. R. Moran, W: B, Coyle; P:-H. Currysand*? ae Wy bec 

The dedicatory services culminated with vespers in the evening and approximately 
1,000 persons attended the day’s rites. 


(Continued On Page 15) 





THE ALTAR BOYS 


Front Row (Left to Right — Joseph McGreevey, Thomas English, Herbert 
Evans, John Swoger, James Gatesman. 


Middle Row—Joseph Bayhurst, Joseph Petulla, Paul Karg, Peter Swoger, Rob- 
ert Bouquin. : 


Back Row—John Pearson, Thomas Karg, Francis O’Brien, Eugene Weaver, 
George Loll. 
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PASTOR AND ASSISTANTS 
Rev. W. R. Griffin—Rev. Louis J. Kelly—Rev. Lawrence J. Antoun 


CHURCH HISTORY (cotimea 


The church is constructed of Berea stone and its mission architecture is fashioned 
after that of the churches of old Mexico. W.P. Ginther of Akron, Ohio, drew the plans and 
the contractor was the Schmeller Construction Co., of Cleveland, Ohio. The superintendent 
of construction was Albert Pickett. 


The church is 125 feet in depth, has a width, of 61 feet at the entrance and the tran- 
sept is 70 feet wide. Statues which adorn the interior of the church were imported from 
France. 


Under the guidance of Father Fielding, the new parish grew and progressed and the 
value of St. Stephen’s in the life of the community increased with the passing years. 


Father Fielding served continuously as pastor of St. Stephen’s until 1941, when the 
beloved priest was elevated by Bishop John Mark Gannon to the status of pastor emeritus 
and the Rey. John F. Walsh, pastor at Osceola Mills was appointed administrator of the 
parish. Father Walsh’s tenure was a brief but illustrious one and he continued to add his 
mark to the achievements that had become a living symbol of St. Stephen’s over the years. 


Father Walsh died on February 8, 1945, and the Rev. Louis J. Kelly, a former as- 
sistant at the church, succeeded him as administrator. He served in this capacity until Octo- 
ber 19, 1947, when he became pastor upon the death of Father Fielding. 


(Continued On Page 18) 
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THE CHURCH USHERS 
Front Row (Left to Right)—J. J. Wolbert, Edward C. Weaver, Bernard Kleck, 
Francis O’Brien, Walter Kieck, Joseph Jerko, Charles Inglish, Kenneth Wol- 
bert. Middle Row—Paul Nelson, Thomas Moran, Jr., Peter Moran, Charles 
Jetter, William Tobin, Clarence Tompsett. Back Row—J. W. Swoger, Orie 
Nichols, Hans Miller, Harold Bullock, Thomas Mansfield, Otto Ellert. 


SEXTON 
FRED HINDS 


Fred Hinds—member of St. Stephen’s 
for 38 years. Appointed sexton in Octo- 
ber, 1945, and served continuously 
since that time. Diligent attendant to 
all services connected with his post as 
sexton and active in various church 
affairs. 
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ORGANIST 
MISS JESSIE MORRISON 


Miss Jessie Morrison—faithful mem- 
ber of St. Stephen’s and prominent in 
civic and church activities. Organist 
since 1928. Leader of parish Gifl 
Scout Troop for past 12 years. 








THE CHURCH CHOIR 


Front Row (Leit to Right)—Edward Mott, George Ellert, John Andres, Paul 
Zaccari, Joseph Guyton. Middle Row-—-William Nolan, Bernard Maier, Wil- 
liam Welch, Charles Karg, John Guyton.. Back Row—Richard Guyton, Ray- 
mond Snyder, Dennis Sullivan, Alfred Henderson, John Cotter, Daniel 
O’Brien, Philip Runzo, Director. 
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CHURCH HISTORY (continues 


Soon after his advent to St. Stephen’s Father Kelly inaugurated plans for an elabor- 
ate program to improve the physical properties of the church and greatly enlarge its facili- 
ties for the spiritual welfare of the present and future congregations. The result of his tire- 
less labor is the St. Stephen’s school on Reed St. which now houses five elementary grades, 
and the new, modern and beautiful convent recently opened as the home of the Benedictine 


Sisters in charge of the school. 


In addition to these remarkable advancements, a drive for $200,000 for the erection of 
a new school building is well on its way to success under the diligent direction of Father 


Kelly and his assistants, with the whole hearted cooperation of the congregation. 


As the plans of the present pastor gradually unfold into reality, the vista of the 
years ahead is one of continuous progress and achievement for St. Stephen’s which now 


looks backward over a remarkable half century of history. 





JUNIOR CHOIR 


Front row, left to right: Mary Jo Diamond, Patricia McGreevy, Rita Heintz, Mary 
Pfendler, Margaret Wolbert; second row, Florence McGreevy, Abbie Beary, Catherine 
Beichner, Margaret Faller, Sonia Ward; back row, Rose Lutz, Dolores Lutz, Barbara 
Simpson, Nancy Lamberton, Margaret McKenna. 
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BINGO WORKERS 
Front Row, Left to Right—Walter Kleck, Orah Nichols, J. J. Wolbert, Francis 
O’Brien, Otto Ellert, Paul Nelson, Hans Miller. Back Row—Bernard Kleck, 
William Tobin, Clarence Tompsett, Edward Weaver, J. W. Swoger. 








CHURCH SCOUT COMMITTEE 
Hront Row, Left to Right—Mrs. Charles Karg, Mrs. Edward Pearson, Miss 
Ruth Allebach, Miss Mary Margaret Shannahan, Mrs. Snyder. Middie Row— 
Walter Faller, Edward Pearson, Dr. Edward McMullen, Howard Rose, Rich- 
ard English. Back Row—William Welch, Charles Karg, Glenn Palmer, Jos- 
eph Venturella. 





REV. JAMES F. FIELDING 
Born October 4, 1868, in Leicester, Mass. 
Ordained March 24, 1895. 


Pastor, St. Stephen’s, May 15, 1905, to 
November, 1941. 


Pastor Emeritus, St. Stephen’s, Novem- 
ber, 1941, until death. 


Died October 19, 1947. 


REV. JOHN F. WALSH 
Born in New York City, 1897. 
Ordained December 18, 1921. 


Pastor, St. Stephen’s, November 1941, 
until death. 


Died February &, 1945. 


RT. REV. MSGR. JOHN H. LINK 
Born in Pittsburgh, December 23, 1851. 
Ordained August, 1875. 

Pastor, St. Stephen’s, 1894-1904. 


Died April 3, 1939, while pastor SS Cos- 
mas and Damian church, Punxsutawney, 
Pa. 

















FORMER PASTORS... 





MSGR. JOHN H. LINK (Above) 
REV. JAMES F. FIELDING (Top Right) 
REV. JOHN F. WALSH (Lower Right) 
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FIRST COMMUNION CLASS, 1948 


Front row, left to right: Rosalie Von Volkenberg, Kathleen Connor, Judith Cun- 
ningham, Leslie Winger, Virginia Kulinski, Judith Manion, Lynda Owens, Gretchen Diem, 
Patricia Caldwell; 2nd row, Beverly Weaver, Carol Powell, Barbara Burtnett, Constance 
Schiffer, Joan Anderson, Donna Wurster, Judith Jetter, Nancy Stanton; third row, Samuel 
Stover, Benny Ruby, Nancy Morrison, Gloria Morrison, Barbara Henderson, Judith Say; 
fourth row, Barbara Weber, Robert Stephens, Judith Danzer, Georgianne Gehann, Barbara 
Zacherl, Carl Owens, Marlene Snyder, Richard Guyton, Fred Linch, Thomas Haslett, Wil- 
liam English; fifth row, Joseph Pullease, Donald Petulla, Joseph Sullivan, Denny Edwards, 
Kirby Bayer, James Stoudt; sixth row, James Staub, Peter Smith, Ann Oliver; seventh row, 
Shirley Pullease, Sonia Ward, Mara Lou Owens; standing, rear, Rev. W. Robert Griffin, 


Rey. L. J. Kelly, Rev. L. J. Antoun. (Jerome Cook and Judith Shaw were absent when picture 
was taken). 


—22-— 


FORMER ASSISTANT PASTORS... 





REV. JAMES F. HOPKINS REV. JOHN WILLIS 
1906—1907 1907—1914 





REV. DAVID A. MCKEGNEY REV. DANIEL E. DOUGHERTY 
1909—1911 1911—1917 


=93= = 


FORMER ASSISTANT PASTORS... 





REV. PATRICK H. McNALLY REV. CHARLES GLEASON 
1914—1917 1917—1921 





REV. THOMAS F. McGOVERN REV. MAURICE LYONS 
1921 1921—1925 


—— 





FORMER ASSISTANT PASTORS... 
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REV. PHILIP McLAUGHLIN REV. JOHN F. NOLAN 
1922—1923 1923—1932 





REV. JOSEPH C. MALLOY REV. CARL, LIPPERT 
1931-—1933 1932—194]1 
1936—1940 


22 Rees 


FORMER ASSISTANT PASTORS... 





REV. ROBERT BOWES REV. JAMES DAILY 
1933—1936 1940 





REV. JOSEPH T. BARRY 
194] 


—— Oh 


A BACKWARD GLANCE THROUGH THE YEARS... 





ST. STEPHEN’S GRADUATES, OIL CITY HIGH SCHOOL 1948 


Front row, left to right: Joan Martin, Genie Powell, Catherine Sigworth, Elsie May 
Brown, Margaret Zacherl, Eileen McGillicudy ; Second row; Mary Brigham, Margaret Lutz, 
Julie Skelly, Shirley Wilt, Joan Lauer, Rose Marie Burke; Third row: Henry , Heintz, 
George Sweeney, Robert Schultheis, William Hopwood, Patricia Way, Delores Butiste; 
Back row: fg Fasenmeyer, Philip Hanncn, James Cassidy, Rev. Robert Griffin, Rev. 
Louis J. Kelly, Thomas Cook, Charles English. 





ST. STEPHEN’S GRADUATES, OIL CITY HIGH SCHOOL, 1946 


Front row, left to right—Catherine Weaver, Jean Bernhart, Cecelia Rybak, Madonna 
Strickenberger, Jean Ames, Peggy McGrath, Patricia Watts, Betsy Courtney ; Second row: 
Twila [lder, Marilyn Fletcher, Mary Jane W agner, Helen Hinds, Joan Repman, | Sally Gal- 
lagher, Peggy W ard; Third row: Edward Mott, Lee Wilbert, Richard Driscoll, Richard 
Way, Anthony Martone; Fourth row: Maurice Lutz, Richard English, Thomas Hannon, 
Richard Quinn, Richard Cook; Back row: Rev. Louis J. Kelly, Rev. Robert Griffin. 


YOUNG LADIES AID SOCIETY, 1935 

Front row, left to right: Margaret Coliins, Bernice Gatesman, Mary Bruno, Peggy 
Lynch, ————- ——————., Irma Rose Driscoll, Leone Carone, Teresa McGreevy, Doro- 
thea Smith, Pat Daugherty, Peggy Kirschner, Ellen Kleck, Bobbie Bittenbender, Gloria But- 
iste, Verna Mechling; Second row: Mary Beichner, Delores Butler, Ruth Fesenmyer, Nor- 
ma Hargenrader, Madeline Hall, Lillian Hlawati, Annabelle Nelson, Mary Shannahan, 
Rosemary Harper, Jane Grolemund, Marietta Stiller, Bernice Jerko; Back row: Elizabeth 
Loller, Marguerite Guth, Mildred Tobin, Rita Hopwood, Mary Collins, Bernadine Loll, 
—___—___——- ————_——,Mary Ann Harper, Alice Ellert, Mary Fox, Geraldine Fesenmyer, 
Mary Daugherty, Mary Ellen McNally, Mary Eisenman. 


ALTAR BOYS, 1935 


Front row, left to right————Joseph Tompsett, John Mansfield, Andrew Karg, Tho- 
mas Cunningham; middle row, John Anderton, Anthony Carone, Thomas Filson, John Col- 
lins, Robert Moran, Edward Collins; back row, Terry Kinney, Allen Fleckenstein, Regis 


Butler, John McGreevy, John Wolbert, John Edwards, Anthony Petulla, Richard Cun- 
ningham., 








SCOUT RETREAT, CAMP COFFMAN 


Catholic boys and Scout leaders at retreat held at Camp Coffman in early 30’s. 
Priests in center of photo are Rev. John F. Walsh, pastor of St. Stephen’s, deceased; Rev. 
P. A. Lynch, St. Joseph’s, deceased; and Rev. Walter J. Conway, Erie. 





LAYING OF CORNERSTONE—ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH—1906. 
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LAYING OF CORNERSTONE_ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH—1906 
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VIEW OF RECTORY IN EARLY 30’s—STANDING ON PORCH, LEFT TO RIGHT, REV. JAMES F. FIELDING, REV. 
JOHN S. WILLIS, REV. DANIEL E. DOUGHERTY, REV. A. A. FISCHER. 








The Jate* Rev. johw Walsh, 3rd The late-Rev. James F. Fielding, 


Pastor Ol St Stephen's, in an in- 2nd pastor of St. Stephen’s, during 
formal pose. the early days of his ministry. 





FIRST DAY OF SGHOOL—The picture above was taken on the opening day 
of St. Stephen’s school in September, 1945. It shows a number of the children 
with their mothers assembled in front of the building awaiting the call to first 
classes. 





FIRST COMMUNION CLASS, ST. STEPHEN’S, 1899 


, 


Front row, left to right: Teresa O'Donnell, Anna Sullivan, Mary Sweeney, Mary Mofén, Lottie Didion, Jennie McGree- 


Tina Shettler, Arthur Geary; Back row: Frank Derrick, Harry Hughes, Richard Lynam, Paul Ellert, William Breene, George 


Barrett, ———————_- Lynch, William Dinges, Charles Summers. 


SIX PARISHIONERS BECOME NUNS... 


Six young ladies of St. Stephen’s parish have dedicated their lives to God, having en- 
tered religious Orders in the diocese, and having received the yows of poverty, obedience 
and charity. 


One has become a member of the St. Joseph Order, another a member of the Sisters 
of Mercy and the remaining four are members of the Order of St. Benedict. All three 
Orders having their Motherhouse in Erie. 


The first parishioner to become a Nun, was Sister M. Cornelia, O. 5S. B., formerly 
Anna Gertrude O’Brien, daughter of Mary E. O’Brien and the.late W. J; O'Brien of 206 
West Fifth st. Sister M. Cornelia entered the Order of St. Benedict on January 8, 1924, at 
St. Benedict’s convent in Erie. She has been stationed at St. Joseph’s convent in this city 
and also in Sharon, where she is now located, and in Clarion, where the Benedictine Nuns 


have mission homes. 


sister M. Louis, O: S..B., formerly Ruth Frances Morkin. daughter of the late Mich- 
ael J. and Nellie M. Morkin, entered the Order of St. Benedict on August 30, 1928, in Erie, 
at the Benedictine Motherhouse. Sister M. Louis has taught the elementary and high school 
grades in St. Joseph’s parish of this city and Sharon and Clarion. She is now stationed at 
the latter city. 


Sister Mary Margaret, formerly Gertrude Ruth Moran, daughter of Mr/and Mrs. T. 
J. Moran of 316 Wyllis st., entered the Order of The Sisters of Mercy, on September 24, 
1933, at Mercyhurst, Erie. At the present time, Sister Mary Margaret is stationed at St. 
Catherine’s convent in DuBois, and ‘is teaching in the elementary grades. She also has been 
stationed at Mercy convents in Titusville, Punxsutawney, Pittsburgh and Corry, as an ele- 
mentary instructor. 


Sister Mary Rose, formerly Catherine Rossiter, daughter of William J. Rossiter and 
the late Mary Rossiter of Reno, entered the St. Joseph’s Order at Villa Marie in Erie, on 
September 8, 1934. Becoming a nurse in the religious Order, Sister Mary Rose has been sta- 
tioned at St. Vincent’s hospital in Erie and Spencer hospital in Meadville, where she is now 


assigned, 


Sister John Marie, O. S. B., formerly Wilma Tobin, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. 18 
Tobin of 12 Mineral st., entered the religious Order of St. Benedict on August 19, 1942, at 
the Benedictine convent in Erie. Sister John Marie has been teaching in the elementary 


grades of parish schools in Sharon, Clarion and also St. Joseph’s of this city. She is present- 
ly stationed in Clarion. 


sister M. Anthony, O. S. B., formerly Jeanne Ames, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clin- 
ton N. Ames of Diamond, entered the religious Order of St. Benedict on September &, 1946, 
at the Benedictine Convent in Erie. Since entering the Order, Sister M. Anthony has been 


teaching in the elementary grades of St. Joseph’s parish of this city. 


VINE PFARISHIVNER DNIENS PRILSLIEVUD... 


Rev. James C. Guyton, C. SS. R., son of Mrs. 
Madeline Guyton of 114 Central ave., and the 
late James Guyton, is the only member of St 
Stephen’s parish to enter the Holy Priesthood. 


Father Guyton was ordained a member of the 
Redemptorist Order at Mount Saint Alphonsus, 
Esopus, N. Y., on Sunday, June 23, 1935. 


He celebrated his first Solemn High Mass in 
his home parish Sunday, June 30, 1935. 


Shortly after his ordination, Father Guyton 
was assigned to the Redemptorist Order mission 
in Porto Rico, where he conducted parochial 
duties in Guayama and surrounding districts for 
ten and a half years. 


Following his return to the states, Father Guy- 
ton was assigned to St. Philomena parish, Squir- 
rel Hill, Pittsburgh. 


He has recently been assigned to parochial 
duties at St. Cecilia’s Rectory, 125 East 105th st., 
New York City. 





REV. JAMES C. GUYTON 





NEWMAN CLUB OFFICERS 


__ Pictured above are officers of the Newman club, an organization of young men of the 
parish. They are, left to right: Carl Oliver, Joseph Oliver, Lee Wilbert, John Cotter. 


CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS... 
THE HOLY NAME SOCIETY 


The present chapter of the Holy Name Society of the parish was founded January 
Pis1942 by as late Rev. John F. Walsh, who acted as the Society’s spiritual adviser. 

The chapter at that time had 35 charter members. ‘The membership has now been 
increased to approximately 150. 

On May 10, 1942, the Society. held its first Communion breakfast, which has become 
an annual event. On May 9, 1948, the members joined with St. Joseph’s Society to make 
the Communion breakfast a joint event. Another annual event is the picnic which is held 
the latter part of August. 

The Society has been active in sponsoring activities of the parish, since its founding. 
At various times, it has sponsored athletic teams for the young people, the Church Scout 
troop, and at the present time is active in sponsoring affairs to raise funds for the new con- 
vent and parish school. 

Former and present officers of the Society follow: ; 

1942—Reverend John F. Walsh, spiritual director; T. J. Moran, Jr., président ;< Bi]. 
Kleck, vice president; A. J. Henderson, secretary; and William ie Hynes, treasurer. 1943 
and 1944—Reverend John F. Walsh, spiritual director; Dr. William McAndrew, president ; 
J. W. Swoger, vice president ; William Welch, secretary ; Robert Karg, treasurer. 1945— 
Reverend John Pa Walsh spiritaab director “HA. Miller, president; ls jesstanton, vice 
president: W.-W. Kleck, secretary ;.B. J. Kleck, treasurer. 1946 — Reverend L. J. Kelly, 
spiritual director; George Zagst, president; Leo Singer, vice president; Edward Weaver, 
secretary; B. J..Kleck, treasurer. 1947—Reverend L. J. Antoun, spiritual director ; William 
Tobin, president; William Hibbard, vice president ; Paul Nelson, secretary; B. J. Kleck, 
treasurer. 1948—Reverend L. J. Antoun, spiritual director; Paul Nelson, president; Deas 
Kleck, vice president; Charles Karg, secretary; Ray L. Way, treasurer. 





HOLY NAME OFFICERS 
Front Row, Left to Right—Bernard Kleck, Rev. L. J. Antoun, Paul Nelson. 
Back Row—Ray L. Way, Dennis Sullivan, Charles Karg. 
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THE SODALITY OF OUR BLESSED VIRGIN... 


The present society of St. Stephen’s Sodality was organized in 1942 by the late Rev- 
erend John F. Walsh, assisted by Reverend Robert Griffin. 

The purpose of the Society is to have all Sodalists honor and love Mary and to imi- 

tate Her virtues and also encouraging one another by word and example in following Mary’s 
footsteps. ; 
The members of the Society have been active, both spiritually and socially in parish 
activities as were the girls who were members of the Sodality before its reorganization. 
Through the conduct of rummage sales and other public programs, the members have been 
able to secure funds for their share towards the parish financial programs. 

The Sodalists of the parish receive Holy Communion at the 8 o'clock Mass on the 
third Sunday of each month. Their monthly meeting, which consists of a social hour, in- 
cludes the presentation of guest speakers andthe presentation of both religious and non-reli- 
gious sound movies. Meetings are held on the second Monday of each month. 

During the World War II, several married ladies of the parish became members of 
the Sodality while their husbands were serving their country. 

The present officers of the parish Sodality are: Mildred Murray, prefect; Jeannette 
Kingsley, vice prefect; Ruth Strickenberger, secretary ; and Helen Yorke, treasurer. 

Other members who have served as officers of the Society, since its reorganization, 
are: Betty Ward, Betty Groner, Madeline Jawdy. Gertrude Shannahan, Mary Shannahan, 
Ella Tobin, Geraldine Fesenmyer Reinsel and Ruth Wolbert Hurley. 





SODALITY OFFICERS 


Front Left to Right — Jeannette Kingsley, Mildred Murray. Rear — Helen 
Yorke, Ruth Strickenberger. 
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THE ROSARY SOCIETY... 


The Rosary Society of St. Stephen’s parish was founded several years ago by the late 
pastor, Reverend James F. Fielding. 


The confraternity of the Rosary was conferred upon the members of the Society with the 
proper Canonical status by Father Fielding. 


Both spiritually and socially, the Society has been one of the most active groups in 
the parish. 


Since the opening of the parish school, the ladies of the Rosary Society have con- 
ducted an annual tureen dinner, at which time, canned goods are collected for the Benedictine 
Sisters who are in charge of the school. 


They also were responsible for the furnishing of one of the rooms in the new convent 
for the Sisters, as well as assisting in other church functions. 


On the first Sunday of each month, the members of the Society receive Holy Com- 
munion at the 8 o’clock Mass. The members are planning to conduct a social hour once a 
month. 


The present officers of the Society are: Mrs. Edward McMullen, president; Mrs. Ed- 
ward Gariepy, vice president; and Mrs. Edward McKenna, secretary and treasurer. 


Other members who have served as officers of the parish Rosary Society are: Miss 
Rose Black, Mrs. P. J. Lynch, Mrs. John O’Donnell, Mrs. T. J. Moran, Sr., Mrs. A. J. Jewell, 
Mrs. Clara Shannahan, Mrs. Bernard Kleck, Mrs. Henry Snyder, Mrs. Ruth Mary Coffman, 
Miss Katherine Stanton, Mrs. Lou Burgi, Mrs. A. W. Strickenberger, Mrs. Howard Fesen- 
myer and Mrs. J. W. Swoger. 





OFFICERS, ROSARY SOCIETY 
Left to Right—Mrs. Edward McKenna, Mrs. Edward Gariepy, Mrs. Edward 
McMullen. 
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WOMEN'S CLUB... 


In April, 1945, a woman’s club was formed for the purpose of promoting sociability 
among the women of the parish. The first meeting was held April 15, at which time officers 
of the group were elected. At the second meeting of the club, a name for the organization 
was adopted—The St. Stephen’s Women’s Club. 

The club has been active in raising funds for incidental expenses of the parish school ; 
purchasing silverware for the parish house; aiding in the purchase of a new Tabernacle, 
the purchase of a Ciborium and an Altar Missal for the Convent Chapel; as well as undertak- 
ing a $3,500 project to furnish the Chapel of the new Convent. The club also has made 
numerous cash donations to parish funds. 

In order to raise funds to cover the helpful activities carried on by the club, the mem- 
bers have conducted rummage sales, bazaars, card parties, lectures and other events. 

The first officers of the club were: Mrs. Willard Giddens, president; Mrs. Charles 
Karg, first vice president; Mrs. Roy Girard, second vice president; Mrs. Carl Biltz, third 
vice president; Mrs. William McAndrew, secretary; Mrs. Daniel Skelly, treasurer. 

The officers for the 1947-1948 season are: Mrs. Daniel Shannahan, president; Mrs. 
James L. Gilliland, first vice president ; Mrs. Jean Gavin, second vice president; Mrs. Ray- 
mond Way, secretary; Mrs. Hubert James. treasurer; Mrs. Thomas Stubler, assistant treas- 
urer; Mrs. Edward Yorke, corresponding secretary; Mrs. William O. Walker, Mrs. Howard 
Fesenmyer and Mrs. George Fritz, directors. 

The nominating committee has presented the same slate of officers, with the addition 
of a third vice president, Mrs. Walter Judy and three new directors, Miss Katherine Stan- 
ton, Mrs. Samuel Montana and Mrs. -Robert Karg, for the ensuing year. 

The club has sponsored Requiem Masses for the deceased members of the organiza- 
tion. They are: Mrs. Ella Cochran, Mrs. Charles Groner and Mrs. Charles Hargenrader. 
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WOMEN’S CLUB — OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
Front row, left to right—Mrs. J. L. Gilliland, Mrs. Clara Shannahan, Mrs. Ray L. 
Way, Mrs. W. V. Straub; middle row, Mrs. Howard Fesenmyer, Mrs. E. W. Yorke, Miss 
Alice Loebelenz, Miss Katherine Stanton, Mrs W. O. Walker; back row, Mrs. Samuel Mon- 
tana, Mrs. Robert Karg, Mrs. Jean Gavin, Mrs. Walter Judy. 


THE PASTOR'S SILVER JUBILEE... 


In addition to marking the golden anniversary of the organization of St. Stephen’s 
parish, 1948 also is a memorable year in the life of the Rev. Louis J. Kelly, pastor of the 


church. 


It is the silver jubilee year of Father Kelly’s priesthood—the 25th anniversary of the 


beginning of an illustrious career in the service of God. 


Father Kelly was ordained by Bishop John Mark Gannon of the Erie Diocese on July 
15, 1923, in St. Bonaventure’s church, Allegany, N. Y. Although the actual anniversary of 
the ordination occurred early this year, observance of the Silver Jubilee was arranged to 


correspond with the marking of the Golden Anniversary of the parish. 


Father Kelly was born in Phillipsburg and attended the parochial schools in Altoo- 
na. He took his college and seminary courses in St. Vincent’s, Latrobe, and St. Francis, 
Loretto, and, following his ordination, offered his First Solemn Mass in the Pro-Cathedral 


in Altoona. 


Father Kelly’s first assignment was as an assistant at Sacred Heart, Sharon, from 
July 23, 1923 to February 27, 1925. He then came to St. Stephen’s and served as assistant 
here until December 19, 1931, when he assumed his first rectorship in St. Philip’s parish at 


Crossingville. 


After 10 years at Crossingville, Father Kelly was appointed to Immaculate Concep- 
tion church, Osceola Mills, on November 11, 1941, to succeed Rev. John F. Walsh, who 
was moved to St. Stephen’s. Father Kelly re- 
mained at Osceola Mills until February, 1945, 
when he was appointed administrator of St. 
Stephen’s succeeding Father Walsh, who pass- 
ed away. on February 8, 1945. Father Kelly’s 
succession to the rectorship of St. Stephen’s 
came after Father Fielding’s death on Octo- 
ber 19, 1947. 


Shortly after his assumption of the rec- 
torship of St. Stephen’s, Father Kelly outlin- 
ed and actively inaugurated an ambitious and 
far-reaching program for expansion of the 
facilities of the church and began to fill a long 
felt need in the opening of a parochial school 


for st. Stephen's. 


The success of the program is already 


attested by the fine parochial school main- 





tained in property acquired on Reed st., the 
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recent opening of one of the finest convents inthe Diocese of Erie, also located on Reed st., 
and the growing success of a campaign for $200,000 for erection of a new school building. 


Under the guidance of the pastor and his assistants, new life also has been imbued in 
the various organizations of the church. A 100 per cent subscription list to the diocesan 
newspaper is maintained by the parish, and the facilities of the church are continuously 
being expanded and enlarged for the benefit of the parishioners. 


Members of St. Stephen’s congregation rejoice with the pastor in the observance of 
> 
his Silver Jubilee and look forward in faith and happiness to many more years of assistance 
and guidance by him to a richer and more abundant spiritual life. 
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ST. STEPHEN'S NEW CONVENT . 


St. Stephen’s parish now lays claim to one of the finest Conyents in the Erie dio- 
cese, a three-story brick structure on Reed street, thoroughly modern in every respect both 
as to structure and equipment. The Convent will be occupied by the Benedictine Sisters of 
the parish the latter part of this month. 

The Convent is the former Theobold residence, a landmark on the South Side, which 
was purchased late in 1947. Work of remodeling and enlarging the structure began late 
last year and covered a period of approximately ten months. 

~ The exterior of the building is veneered with a light colored glazed brick, and steel 
casement windows have been installed on the first and second floors, replacing the old- 
fashioned sashes. 

During the remodeling program, the front and lower side of the residence was en- 
larged two full floors, and the rear one story for the construction of two reception rooms, 
larger community and dining rooms and kitchen on the first floor; two additional bedrooms 
and a’ beautiful chapel equipped with sacristy, choir loft and confessional on the second 
floor. 

Interior flooring, with exception of the kitchen and middle aisle of the chapel, is of 
asphalt tiling. The kitchen floor is covered with block linoleum while the chapel aisle cov- 
ering is of rubber type tiling. Interior walls throughout are finished in pastel shades of 
paint and colored plaster. 

Woodwork in the chapel is of light oak. In matching the rustic plan of the sanctuary, 
wrought iron lighting fixtures and candlestick holders have been installed. The pews and 
kneelers and communion rail are of light red oak. A large bright red velvet curtain forms a 
background for the chapel. altar. 

The kitchen has the most modern equipment available. It includes two double sinks, 
one equipped with disposal unit; an additional unit for cooking besides the regular kitchen 
stove; large refrigerator, ample cupboard space, electric ventilating system, and a large 
pantry w hich will be equipped with thermostat control. 

Heating is provided with a new hot water system, and an inter-house phone com- 
munication system has been installed for the convenience of the Benedictine Nuns. 

Leading off the first floor hallway is a large cement terrace built approximately the 
full width of the rear of the home, and leading from the second floor hallway, at the rear is a 
small deck. 

The spacious lawn surrounding the building has been completely landscaped, adding 
to the general appearance and giving to St. Stephen’s one of the most beautiful, most mod- 
ern, and most thoroughly equipped Convents in the diocese. - 





THE CONVENT BUILDING — BEFORE REMODELING 


ST. STEPHEN'S SCHOOL... : 


One of the most progressive steps made by St. Stephen's in the half century of parish 
history was the opening in 1945 of a grade school for the education—academie and spiritual 
—of the children of the congregation. 





It was on April 9, 1945, that Father Louis J. Kelly announced the purchase by the 
parish of a three-story apartment building on Reed st. to be used for school purposes, and 


exactly four months later, on September 9, the remodeled structure was formally dedicated. 


To prepare the building for occupancy for school purposes, it was necessary to com- 
pletely remodel and rearrange the structure, and this work was carried out during the sum- 
mer months. Inasmuch as there was no Convent in the parish at the time, it was necessary 
to provide facilities on the third floor for housing the Nuns of the Order of St. Benedict 
who were to conduct the school. Classrooms, music rooms and other school facilities were 
arranged on the first two floors. 


The school opened in September, 1945 with Grades 1 and 2 in operation. Grade 3 
was added in 1946, Grade 4 in 1947, and Grade 5 in September this year. Forty-two pupils 
were enrolled during the first year of operation and this number has increased with the ad- 
dition of one grade each year until the total enrollment at the beginning of the current 
school term had grown to 156. 

The teaching staff has been increased proportionately. Four Benedictine Nuns were 
in charge of the school during the first year and at the present time this number has been 
increased to seven. 


Additional classes will be opened each year until the full eight elementary grades 
are in operation. Room for additional classes has been made available with the opening of 
the new parish Convent, permitting the transfer of the Nuns from their former home in the 


school building. 


Plans are now under way and funds are being raised to supplant the present structure 
with a new and thoroughly modern building and the anticipated carly realization of these 
plans will give to St. Stephen’s one of the finest elementary schools in the Erie diocese. 
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CHILDREN ATTENDING ST. STEPHEN’S SCHOOL, SEPTEMBER 1948 


COMPLIMENTS 
OF 


Morck O11 Co. 


CONGRATULATIONS 
FROM 


Carson 
Plumbing Co. 


J. P. McNally L.G. CARSON | 





Sincere Congratulations 
from the 


Oil City Council 
No. 385 


Knights of Columbus 


COMPLIMENTS 
OF 


Oil City Trust Co. 





L. 0. BOUQUIN CO. 


BUILDING CONTRACTORS 


extends congratulations on 


this happy 


ANNIVERSARY 


| COMPLIMENTS OF 
THE 


Loyal Order 
Of Moose 





Congratulations To 
St. Stephen's Church 


Woll’s Head Service Station 


Corner State & E. Second Sts. 
Phone Oil City 7-3691 


A Sincere Wish For A 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 


Oil City Lodge No. 344 


B. P. 0. Elks 





Our Sincere Congratulations 
on the 
50th Anniversary of 


ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH 


Sunset Hill 
Memorial Park, Ine. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH ON YOUR 50th YEAR 


i, ae 


CONGRATULATIONS 
FROM 


WEAVER 


GARAGE CO. 
31 Main St. 
CONGRATULATIONS TO 


PRIESTS AND PARISHIONERS 
of St. Stephen's Church 


SNYDER BROS. 


PLUMBING AND HEATING 
Bert Schill, Mgr. 
12 Hazel Place Phone 5-4811 
Oil City, Pa. 





Congratulations From 


(. ¢. Crawtord 


FUNERAL DIRECTOR 
‘| COMPLIMENTS 
OF 


O11 CY 
NATIONAL BANK 





COMPLIMENTS 
OF 


Lake D. Stetfee 


Sincere Congratulations 
from the 


Hemlock Oil Co. 


SAM MONTANA, PROP. 
75 Main St. 


COMPLIMENTS 
OF 


Joseph W. Reinsel 





A Sincere Wish For A 
Happy Anniversary 


Oil City Aerie 
No. 283 


Fraternal Order of Eagles — 
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COMPLIMENTS OF 
THE 


FIRST 
NATIONAL BANK 


Sincere Congratulations 


from the 





Borland 
Lumber Go. 





Best wishes from one oldster to another... 


Welker & Maxwell Co. 


Our 62nd Year 


CONGRATULATIONS 
on the 50th anniversary of 


ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH 
Oakwood Rose Gardens 
CONGRATULATIONS 


on the 50th anniversary of 


ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH 
ARLINGTON HOTEL 


Oil City, Pa. 
CONGRATULATIONS 


from 


(il City Sand & Gravel Co. 
Oil City, Pa. 


PURELY MILK COMPANY 


EXTENDS SINCERE 


CONGRATULATIONS T0 


St. Stephen's Parish 


COMPLIMENTS 


OFTHE | 


Citizens 
Banking Co. 





COMPLIMENTS OF 


the Francis B. Pritchard Post 


No. 464 


Veterans of Foreign Wars 


best wishes from 
the 


Moné Dairy Co. 





Our Sincere Congratulations To Fr. Kelly, Fr. Griffin, 
Fr. Antoun and to the Members of St. Stephen's 
Parish on the 50th Anniversary 


KRAFT BROTHERS 


12 E. FIRST ST. 501 E. SECOND ST. 
OIL CITY, PA. 


Congratulations from the 


Venetian Dining Room 


CHICKEN AND STEAK DINNERS 
9 East Front St. Oil City, Pa. 


BEST WISHES FROM 


GASOLINE ALLEY 


MURPHY & CASEY 


BEST WISHES FROM 


YOUR LOCAL BROADCASTING STATION 








Manion Paint & Varnish Go. 


extends sincere wishes 


fora 


HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 


in this 
our 75th anniversary, 
we are happy for the opportunity 


to congratulate St. Stephen s 
on it's 50th anniversary 


BEST WISHES FROM 


KEM DRUGS 


LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED 


CONGRATULATIONS 


To the Priests and Members of St. Stephen's Church 


N. [. Karns Transportation 


633 13th St. Franklin, Pa. 


CONGRATULATIONS 


NEIDEL S 


LANDSCAPING AND TREE SERVICE 
Park Ave. Hasson Heights M. R. 4 


CONGRATULATIONS FROM 
VENANGO ICE & COAL CO. 


169 MAIN ST. 
ROLLING ROCK BEER SIMON PURE 
KOLEMAN SPRING WATER BEVERAGE  & CHOCOLATE POP 
QUALITY COAL STOKER COAL NEVILLE COKE 
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Best Wishes For A 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
THE 
DERRICK 
PUBLISHING CO. 


COMPLIMENTS OF 
Peter €. Stubler 


WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTOR 
OF 
FINE BEERS & ALES 
15 Spring St. Phone 6-2641 


BEST WISHES 


from 


Quaker State Oil Refining Corp. 


OIL CITY, PA. 


Compliments of 


OLIVER BROTHERS 


“OIL CITY’S FRIENDLY STORE” 


Compliments of 
Oil City Granite Works 
354 SENECA ST. OIL CITY, PA. 
Congratulations from 


BRIDGE LUNCH 


“ST. STEPHEN'S NEIGHBOR” 


WE CATER TO WEDDINGS, PARTIES, ETC. 


— 54" 





COMPLIMENTS OF 
Jacksons Recreation 
FRONT ST. OIL CITY, PA. 
BEST WISHES 
Capitol Insulation Co. 


206 Dale Building 
ED A. CREED 


CONGRATULATIONS FROM THE 
WHITE SWAN TCAUNDRY 


Congratulations 
on your 50th Anniversary 


Elemistrove:Gollier ie 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


=~ FS ON 


90th ANNIVERSARY 


The ORIGINAL 


(Aaumann (Anca. 
644 Eaat Sth Stneet 
Enie, Pa. 


We are grateful to the following patrons 


for their cooperation and support: 


Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Woods Nathan Rosen 

W. M. Deyoe & Co. Dr. and Mrs. William McAndrew 
Jerko Dairy Co. Mr. and Mrs. D. J. Skelly 

Mr. and Mrs. James Courtney Famoore’s Store 


Leo Brewster Eckerd’s Drug Stores 


Klivans Jewelry Co. 
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